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Correspondence from Germany 

(From Matthias Hanschke) 

 

Station 107 in Spremberg, 23 Jan 1912 

 

Esteemed Volksblatt! 

 According to the official report of 

the National Election, the final ballot for 

the Cottbus-Spremberg District election on 

January 22, showed the following votes: 

Number of votes,   27,827 

Invalid votes,         655 

Valid votes,    27,172 

Valid votes cast for: 

Labor Secretary Carl Giebel,  14,570 

District Court Director –  

Frankfort Party (a. O.),   12,602 

 

 The winter has once more let us 

feel its might. In all the regions of 

Germany, the temperatures have stayed 

below zero. Snow has also fallen in greater 

amounts. The harshest cold was in the 

Weichsel District. There, in the last days, 

the temperature stood at 25 degrees 

Celsius below zero. It snowed so hard, that 

many of the country roads were 

impassible. In the forest, in spite of the 

wild animals being fed by the hunters, they 

suffered from the cold. With this very 

short letter, I will enclose a clipping of an 

article “In the Changing Times” by Ernst 

Heiter. I hope my friend in Texas will 

enjoy the article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In the Changing Times 
 

 Things cannot always stay the same, 

therefore we all must get used to changes. The 

times, like the heavens, change each month. 

The day changes to night, which is a blessed 

change. And, still, when there are changes, we 

approach them so fearfully. There are often 

changes in tastes and opinions. The better 

insight is, when there is a spirit of 

understanding, one gives his patient “yes” to 

the opinions. There are changes in the flowers 

of the forest. There are changes in the styles of 

modern fashions. Change has its own life, and 

there is also a method in change. Things cannot 

always stay the same. Look at how dramatic 

this winter started. Still, after the snowflakes 

swirled, what was frozen melted. So who 

knows what empowers the Ancient One. Not 

only, the snow melted, but it also melted the 

parties to get together. Some were defeated in 

the election battles, which caused much 

concern and frustration. It disturbed the 

contentment of the citizens and made 

disagreements to flow. Now all of our 

misfortunes are blamed on change. But the 

prognosis is that things cannot always stay the 

way that they are. The winning of the election 

will not be felt for long, since Michael will also 

vote when danger threatens him. He will 

handle it like lighting, and remind us with his 

eternal _____that the spirit of the victorious 

Fritz is an image that declares great deeds. The 

Ancient One looks down lovingly on Germany 

that wants to be faithful. May no change get 

you down, no inner or outer foe! But when a 

foreign province ventures to meddle in your 

rights, then I will come from on high in anger 

and get between you with my rod! Then the 

discord will soon be changed into unity again. 

A wreath of patriotic songs will sound forth 

with well wishes to the Kaiser’s throne. While 

changes in the world may came as they may, 

the faithfulness of the Germans will continue to 

grow, so it will be well for our future!  

  Ernst Heiter  

 

Translated by Ed Bernthal 
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